
EDITORIAL SUBMISSIONS
BFAAM News accepts unsolicited manuscripts but reserves the 
right to edit due to space limitations. Opinions expressed by 
guest writers do not necessarily reflect the views of BFAAM. 
Editorial submissions must be typewritten and sent via email to 
jason@kdafirm.com.

PAYMENT
Invoices are prepared following the publication of the newslet-
ter. Payment is due within 30 days from the date of the invoice. 
To be eligible for the 2x rate, ads must be paid in advance for 
the year.

2023 CLOSING DATES
ISSUE EMAIL MONTH DEADLINE
Spring/Summer June May 15
Fall/Winter November October 15

PRODUCTION SPECS
BFAAM News is distributed semi-annually via email. All ads 
should be submitted in CMYK process. Page size is 8.5”x11”. 
Bleeds may be included but are not necessary. All ads can be 
linked to the advertiser’s website. Please provide a complete 
URL when submitting artwork.

PREFERRED FILE FORMATS
• PDF files with fonts embedded and raster images at 150 dpi
• Adobe PhotoShop TIFF, JPEG or GIF
• Rich media not accepted

DIGITAL REQUIREMENTS
We can accept files via WeTransfer, Dropbox or email. All linked 
graphics and fonts must be collected for output and included 
with submission. Ads should be sent to melissa@kdafirm.com.

BFAAM MEMBER AD RATES 1X 2X (prepay only)
Full Page $350 $665
1/2 Page $280 $532
1/4 Page $210 $399

NON-MEMBER AD RATES  1X 2X (prepay only)
Full Page $500 $950
1/2 Page $400 $760
1/4 Page $300 $570

AD DIMENSIONS WIDTH HEIGHT
Full Page 8.5” 11”
1/2 Page Horizontal 7.5” 5”
1/4 Page Vertical 3.625” 5”
1/4 Page Horizontal 7.5” 2.5”

BFAAM News is the official newsletter of The Burglar & Fire Alarm Association of Michigan 
(BFAAM). Established in 1981, BFAAM serves a growing, dynamic industry with ever, 
rapidly changing technology. Through BFAAM, members stay informed about industry 
trends, technological developments and improved managerial procedures.

BFAAM News is a digital publication with a circulation of nearly 600. It is emailed semi-
annually to burglar and fire alarm professionals and apprentices. A publication archive is 
also posted on the BFAAM website at bfaam.org. The publication has an average 30% open 
rate and 10% click through rate.

All editorial and advertising is subject to publisher approval and space availability. BFAAM reserves the right to refuse 
any ad that they consider inappropriate and does not hold to the standards and principals of the Association.
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BY BENJAMIN PARKER, LICENSING DIVISION DIRECTOR
CORPORATIONS, SECURITIES, & COMMERCIAL LICENSING• Commercial Licensing Division• Administers 13 professions• Determine Eligibility for licensure• Monitor for Compliance

• Investigate alleged violations

SECURITY ALARM CONTRACTOR• Public Act 330 of 1968
• Application
• Local Approval
• References
• Exam
• Roster

A person engaged in the installation, maintenance, alteration, monitoring, or servicing of security 
alarm systems or who responds to a security alarm system. Security alarm system contractor does not 
include a business that only sells or manufactures security alarm systems unless the business services 
security alarm systems, installs security alarm systems, monitors or arranges for the monitoring of a 
security alarm system, or responds to security alarm systems at a protected premises.SECURITY ALARM SYSTEMS REGISTRATIONPublic Act 580 of 2012: This act requires providers of security alarm systems to annually file a regis-

tration statement with the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) before operating 
in the state. Requirements for filing a registration statement with LARA can be found in sections 3 
and 4 of the Act. 

A person that engages in the business of selling, leasing, renting, maintaining, repairing, installing, 
or otherwise providing security alarm systems to the public at the protected premises or by remote 
monitoring. The term does not include any of the following: • A person that purchases, rents, or uses an alarm system that is affixed to a motor vehicle. 

• A person that owns or conducts a business of selling, leasing, renting, installing, maintaining, 
or monitoring an alarm system that is affixed to a motor vehicle. • An alarm system that is operated by this state, a political subdivision of this state, an agency 
or department of this state or a political subdivision of this state, or any other governmental 
agency or department.

SECURITY ALARM LICENSING REGISTRATION INFORMATION FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN
SPRING/SUMMER 2022
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I NEED CPD POINTS!
BY DANIEL DECKER, CFPS, CPP, SET

SAFETY SYSTEMS

Do you have a NICET certification renewal coming up, and need Continuing Profes-

sional Development (CPD) points? For quite a few years, BFAAM has been able to 

fill that need with a Fire Alarm Code Update Course every three years that provided 

18 CPD points you could pick up in one weekend. Our last course was held in 2019, 

and should cover those with NICET certifications expiring through this year. However, this is the year 

we would normally hold Code Update courses, and due to inaction on the part of the State of Michi-

gan, we can’t offer them until next year at the earliest. 

Code Update courses are required in the 12 months following the State’s adoption of a new edition of 

the National Electrical Code, which is issued every three years. The current 2017 edition referenced by 

the State is overdue to be updated to the 2020 edition, and the update process takes approximately 12 

months. I recently checked with the State Electrical Division on the status of the update process, and 

they indicated they are trying to complete the Energy Code, and that the Electrical Code was next in 

line, hopefully starting the process in early July 2022. That would indicate that the process would not 

be completed until mid-2023, and at that point we could then offer Code Update courses. We plan 

to start the course update preparation soon, so that we can hit the ground running in the fall of 2023 

with Code Update courses, assuming the Code makes it through the regulatory process. However, that 

will introduce a roughly nine-month gap in providing the 18 CPD points our course normally provides.

Fortunately, the COVID-19 issue that led to the delays in updating the electrical code also created 

a number of on-line opportunities for technical training that offer CPD points that can be used for 

NICET certification renewals. Remember, you need 90 CPD points over a three-year period, and 72 of 

those can be earned by full time employment in the industry. The remaining 18 points can be earned 

from a variety of sources. College credit courses are worth 15 points per semester hour; training cours-

es with pre-assigned CEU’s are worth 1 point for each 0.1 CEU; membership in a professional society, 

such as BFAAM or NFPA, are worth up to 1 point annually per society; passing one NICET exam (but 

not meeting the full exam requirement) is worth 15 points; meeting a higher-level exam requirement 

is worth 45 points, and upgrading your NICET certification to a higher level is worth 90 points.

In addition to on line training offerings from various fire alarm manufacturers, the Automatic Fire 

Alarm Association (www.afaa.org) offers a regular series of fire alarm related on line training oppor-

tunities. As an added bonus, AFAA membership itself is worth a point a year, and you can pick up 

valuable training with associated CEU points as well. 

BFAAM will continue to monitor the progress of the State adoption of the 2020 NEC, and will provide 

advance notification when our Code Update program will be available. Until then – stay safe! 
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